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Ethical Guidelines for the Use of 
Generative AI in Science Communication 
Preamble 
These guidelines are intended to support Science Writers and 
Communicators of Canada (SWCC) members in navigating the 
emerging landscape of generative AI with integrity, curiosity, and care. 
As AI tools increasingly shape how information is created and shared, 
science communicators have a unique responsibility—and 
opportunity—to model ethical, transparent, and inclusive practices. 

While AI offers new possibilities for efficiency and creativity, it also 
presents challenges, including the risk of displacing human writers and 
communicators—particularly those at the start of their careers. As the 
industry adapts, it is crucial to ensure that AI complements human 
expertise rather than replaces it, safeguarding the diversity, depth, and 
integrity of science communication. 

These recommendations are not prescriptive rules, but rather a living 
framework to encourage reflection, discussion, and responsible 
experimentation. They must evolve as the technology, and our 
collective understanding of it, continues to develop. 

We invite SWCC members to contribute their insights and experiences, 
and to revisit these suggestions regularly as part of an ongoing 
conversation about the role of AI in science communication. 

Transparency and Disclosure 
●​ Consider disclosing when AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, DALL·E, etc.) have 

contributed to your work—whether by generating text, editing, or 
creating images. 

●​ Where possible, indicate the extent and nature of AI involvement 
(e.g., “AI-assisted outline,” “Image created using generative AI based 
on user prompts”). 

●​ Mentioning the tool used and its version (if known) can help add 
context and foster trust with audiences. 
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Accuracy and Fact-Checking 
●​ It’s a good idea to review AI-generated content carefully and verify 

scientific claims or data with credible, human-validated sources. 
●​ Even when AI outputs seem plausible, cross-checking against 

peer-reviewed literature, official data, or expert opinion is strongly 
encouraged. 

●​ AI should support—not replace—rigorous editorial standards. 

●​ It is important to craft clear, precise, and contextually informed 
prompts. Poorly constructed prompts can lead to misleading or 
inaccurate outputs, especially in scientific communication. Taking 
care with prompt design helps ensure the information generated 
aligns with evidence-based knowledge and reduces the risk of 
spreading misinformation. 

Bias and Fairness 
●​ Be alert to potential biases in AI-generated text or images, especially 

around race, gender, culture, or geography. 
●​ You may wish to frame your AI prompts with inclusivity in mind, and 

review outputs with an eye toward representation and fairness. 
●​ When possible, take note of and address any recurring biases as part 

of a reflective and ethical practice. 

Privacy and Consent 
●​ When working with sensitive or personal information (e.g., 

unpublished research, individual case studies), it's preferable to 
anonymize inputs and avoid submitting identifiable information to 
AI tools without clear permission. 

●​ Where possible, choose AI platforms with transparent privacy 
policies and practices consistent with Canadian laws (like PIPEDA). 
Bear in mind that the data on which the Ai was trained may have 
been collected without consent or compensation. 

●​ If you're unsure, err on the side of caution to help safeguard both 
your sources and your professional integrity. 

Additional Suggestions 
●​ Continual Learning: Staying informed about the capabilities and 

limitations of AI—and how they’re evolving—can help you use these 
tools more effectively and ethically. 
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●​ Professional Judgment: Ultimately, you are the responsible 
communicator. AI can assist, but it cannot replace your expertise, 
judgment, or accountability. 

●​ Open Dialogue: SWCC encourages members to share experiences, 
questions, and challenges around AI use so we can learn together 
and evolve these guidelines over time. 
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